
Our mission is to increase the awareness and 
the seeking of culturally competent mental 
health services within Black/African American 
communities.  Through education and outreach, 
we seek to increase participation and 
collaboration between providers, practitioners, 
individuals, community, and faith-based 
organizations to ensure access to the resources 
needed to thrive. 



AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILY WELLNESS 

ADVISORY GROUP 

2024 ANNUAL SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS 



GOAL FOR 2024  CULTIVATING SYNERGY

The combined power of two or more organizations…… when they 

are working together that is greater than the total power 

achieved by each working separately.  

Team work at its best results in a synergy that can be very 

productive.



BLACK HISTORY MOMENTS

Important historical events or historical contributions 
made by people of African heritage



“CULTIVATING 

SYNERGY”

 RUHS-BH Family Advocate Program-Forensics (Ingrid 
Butler & Willard Wynn

 Black Fatherhood Program (Larry Butler)

 RUHS-PH Black Infant Program (Keiyana Carter)

 Thrive Inland SoCal (Fatima Nelson) 

 IRC PEARLS Program (Joel Hernandez)

 Advocates for African American Elders (Karen Lincoln)

 Heritage Health Network (Cameron Stewart)

 Jessie O. Center (Jarvis Crawford)

 Armani Project/Black Maternal Mental Health (Dr. Teri 
Davis)

 RUHS-BH PEI Suicide Awareness (Myeshia Bobo)

 RUHS Medical Center (Patrick Hogue)

 Starting Over Inc. (Melinda Johnson)

 The Happier Life Project (Dewayne Newman)



CULTIVATING 

PARTNERSHIPS 

Building Resilient Communities

 African American Health Equity 

Collaborative (AAHEC)

 Brother2Brother Program



NATIONAL SYNERGY

 NAACP 37th Annual Convention 

 National Health Leads Forum 

 NCNW 61st National Convention

 Good Health Wins 



CULTIVATING SYNERGY 
THROUGH STATE, LOCAL 
& CIVIC ENGAGEMENTS



AAFWAG Juneteenth Mixer 

 Panelist addressed historical barriers, 

stigma, and mistrust of the behavioral 

health system 

 Capacity building with community-

based organizations and stakeholders  

 Community survey and feedback



COMMUNITY ADVOCACY



CULTIVATING SYNERGY THROUGH SPONSORSHIP SUPPORT



STAKEHOLDERS MEETING – BRAAF PROJECT UPDATE



COMMUNITY 

OUTREACH 

ACTIVITIES



SUPPORTING MENTAL HEALTH 
PROFESSIONALS IN THE COMMUNITY 



CELEBRATING KWANZAA



THE YEAR OF THE RIPPLE EFFECTS



Join Us : 3rd Wednesdays 10-11:30 am Via ZOOM

YOUR VOICE MATTERS 
DEFINING BLACK MENTAL HEALTH 

DECREASING STIGMAS &
ENGAGING IN THE CONVERSATION

ABOUT BLACKS AND MENTAL WELLNESS

EMPOWERING-ACCESSIBILITY-RESILIENCE

African American Family Wellness 
Advisory Group

A A F W A G

Hazel Lambert

Community Liaison
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